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When TO Resist Evil:  What ‘Turning the 
Other Cheek’ Does NOT Mean 

Matt. 5:39 & Selected Scriptures 

 
Turn back to Matt. 5 (finally; some unfinished business); do you 
remember where we left off, where Matt F. left us last time (get it if 
you missed it)? – Teaching us what Jesus’ meant here in vv. 38-42 
about not retaliating, about breaking the cycle of vengeance, 
violence & bitterness in interpersonal conflict, i.e., v. 39, main point:   
 
 ‘When NOT to resist evil, what it means to turn the other 
cheek’. – But Matt has conveniently left it to me to answer the hard 
questions, the common objections, and the frequent misuses of this 
text. – Give my title (in the Lord’s amazing timing, after last week’s 
anarchy, worst violence in the new SA, post-1994, I believe)… 
 
First, allow me an extended introduction that I believe is necessary: 
 
WHY a follow-up sermon necessary (didn’t do this with the previous 
passages here in Matt. 5)? – Because the default position of most 
Christians today is pacifism, ‘peace at all costs’, ‘avoid all conflict at 
all times (don’t rock the boat)’ – 11th commandment, ‘Thou shalt be 
nice.’ – Favourite prooftext for Christian pacifists? Matt. 5 – esp:  vv. 
9, 39, 44… 
 
NOT a new position:  Erasmus, famous opponent of Martin Luther 
and Christian scholar, believed nothing was more basic to the 
philosophy of Christ than hostility to war. 
 
+ Know WHO were two of the most notable advocates of this 
pacifist theology, a view of total non-resistance? – Leo Tolstoy & 
Mahatma Gandhi. – One a professing Christian source, one a 
Hindu; but both quoting Jesus in support of their pacifism: 
 
 (a) Tolstoy, the famous Russian novelist and social reformer, 
wrote at length about how Christ “totally forbids the human 
institution of any law court”, police or army, all because they resist & 
punish evil. – Based on Matt. 5:39a??... 
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 ~ Says Tolstoy, “when Christ’s commands are at last obeyed 
all men will be brothers, and everyone will be at peace with others.” 
Really, is that what Scripture teaches? – Does that even square 
with Jesus teaches? 
 
 (b) Tolstoy’s writings then had a big impact on Gandhi, who 
shared this naïve, utopian vision. – Gandhi said in the perfect state, 
the police would seldom use force, punishment would end, prisons 
would be turned into schools, and all litigation would be replaced by 
arbitration. – Really? – Has that ever been the case? 
 
 E.G., Gandhi urged the Jews to offer non-violent resistance to 
Hitler, and told Britain the same in 1940, just before WWII broke 
out. –  
 Aren’t you glad the Allied forces didn’t listen to Gandhi, but 
stopped Hitler & Stalin instead? (As we’ll see in a moment, Tolstoy 
& Gandhi’s fundamental error, on top of denying human depravity, 
was that of blurred distinctions – of confusing the biblical role of the 
state & the role of the individual.) 
 
YET Erasmus, Tolstoy & Gandhi were not just isolated dreamers. – 
Entire Christian groups & movements arose, defined by their 
pacifism: Anabaptists, Mennonites, the Amish, Quakers, Brethren, 
and many liberal mainline denominations today. 
 
 These pacifists are adamant that Matt. 5:39 leaves NO place 
for physical violence of any kind for the Christian. – But that already 
shows their flawed argument – narrowly equating violence with 
resistance, when Scripture portrays a wide range of ways to resist 
evil. (A case against non-violence does not = a case against non-
resistance.) 
 
[+ Even a preacher of John Piper’s calibre has repeatedly used this 
text in Matt. 5 to teach against self-defense, or the bearing of arms; 
citing also Jim Elliot’s pacifism, another big hero of mine [but fruit of 
some kind of Brethren, I believe]; but also a very unique, different 
situation of pioneer missions’ reconnaissance to an unreached 
tribe, not home self-defense; and some of us might still disagree….] 
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+ We cannot understand this confusion without understanding a 
major movement in church history in the past 200 yrs, called 
Pietism, that has influenced us all (esp. in evangelical & Baptist 
circles) far more than we realised. – God has (esp.) used this last 
year of Covid lockdowns has revealed the ‘Pietistic Captivity’ of the 
Church: 
 
 Pietism came out of Germany in the 1700s, as a good reaction 
to dead orthodoxy; but an overreaction, the ‘pendulum story’ of 
church history yet again. – And pietists also love to quote Matt. 5, to 
justify never putting up a fight, never confronting evil, only doing 
evangelism and church activities. 
 
NB, piety is great – O for more holiness & godliness in our lives & 
churches. –  
 Piety, yes!; but Pietism, no, because it = abandoning public 
spheres of live, handing them over entirely to unbelievers – e.g., 
politics, education, law, science, media, journalism. –  
 
 I.e., Pietism = retreating, instead of advancing for Christ. – 
Cloistering away from “the nations” instead of “discipling the 
nations”, as Jesus commanded (Matt. 28).  
 
Pietism privatises the faith & turns the church into a secret ghetto, 
rather than the public “pillar & support of the truth” (1 Tim. 3), an 
open “lampstand” lighting up the darkness, the “salt and light” of the 
world that Jesus calls us to be. –  
 
 Pietism effectively says, ‘God’s Law & God’s Word has nothing 
to say to the govt & marketplaces of our day; it’s for Sunday only.’ 
 
NB, state authorities LOVE a pietistic Church – because it leaves 
them alone, never bothers Caesar, only obeys & retreats. – Same 
reason Satan loves pietism also – keeps the Church out of his hair 
too. 
 
WHAT THEN is our Lord actually teaching here (v. 39a)? – What 
about: 
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 Self-defense when your life is endangered? – Or defending 
your loved ones from attack (or anarchy & coups, insurrection & 
revolutionaries, mob violence, thieves & looters)? – Or protecting 
children & the vulnerable from oppression, when it is in your power? 

 
 What if that “evil person” is not just harming you, but harming 
your church? – Your neighbour? – Your community, your country? 
 
 Do Jesus’ words here forbid Christians from serving in the 
military, or ever fighting for their nation in a just cause?  
 
 Does the Bible condone guns? – Should Christians believe in 
the right to bear arms – personally, nationally? – Or do we just hand 
over all our weapons to the govt whenever they ask? 
 
 When should Christians stand up against an evil government, 
against tyranny (against murderous dictators & genocidal despots)?  
When should we protest against the evils of abortion, corruption, 
racism, lockdowns, et.al?... 
 
WHAT DOES this text mean and not mean, and how do we 
reconcile it with the rest of Scripture, so that we can be whole-Bible 
Christians, not just half-Bible, selective proof-texters that pick & 
choose the verses that suit us?  
 
Cf. v. 42, “Give to the one who begs from you” – Cannot be taken in 
isolation from rest of Scripture, which also calls us to:  be good 
stewards of our possessions, not to cast our pearls before swine, 
do all to the glory of God, do all things for edification, seek the good 
of our neighbour, and support our households, etc. –  
 
 So Jesus here cannot be teaching indiscriminate generosity, 
handouts for whoever wants them, no questions asked. – Rather, 
He requires that we live a generous life, that we meet actual needs, 
we do what is best for our neighbour, v. 43, “love your neighbour”, 
do what will help him most, not hurt him. 
 
~ L. Morris:  …We must not think that Jesus held that His followers 
should never right wrongs, nor that He felt that they must give to 
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every beggar who approaches them.  Were this so, all Christians 
would live under tyranny and in [poverty].   
 NO, the principle is that we are to refrain from asserting our 
rights, and that we should put the needs of others before our own – 
that is what marks the difference between the servant of God and 
the worldling. (p. 126) 
 
As Matt F. said last time:  “God says much more about the 
Christian’s response to evil. We cannot take (v. 39a) ‘Do not resist 
the one who is evil’ as the summary of the Christian’s duty.” – 
THREE of Christ’s own apostles use this exact same Grk word in 
their epistles, telling us “Do resist the devil”, the Evil One himself 
(Jam 4:7, 1 Pet 5:9, Eph 6:13). 
 
WHAT are the two terms that theologians have given to the 
Christian Church, contrasting this age with the age to come, 
contrasting the church now in this world vs. the church then in 
glory? – In Heaven, we join the ‘Church Triumphant’; but until that 
day, we are the ‘Church Militant’, as often portrayed in the NT.  
 
But HOW does that gel with v. 39a?...  God’s Word gives us clear 
answers (as I will seek to show you). 
 
~ It has been rightly said, ‘All that it takes for evil to triumph is for 
good men to do nothing’. – But what should that (doing something 
to defeat evil) look like for the Christian today? 
 
Before I come to my main outline (for today) – two preliminary 
questions: (1) what is evil?; (2) what is the Christian attitude toward 
it? 
 
(1) What is evil? – Might seem obvious (e.g., last week’s 
insurrection), but needs to be defined in our relativistic, godless 
age: 
 Society says “evil” = whatever causes harm/hurt to others, as 
defined by the world. – Satan has always specialised in “calling 
good ‘evil’, and evil ‘good” (Isa. 5:20), in confusing us about evil. –  
 BUT the light of biblical truth dispels the confusion, and defines 
good & evil, and distinguishes them clearly. – From the start, WHO 
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was the only One possessing the “knowledge of good and evil” 
(Gen. 2:17)? –  
 God alone; He defines what is good & evil, according to His 
own righteous character, judged by His holy Law alone, not any 
preference/opinion of man. 
 
Scripture classifies TWO kinds of evil (both the Hbr & Grk terms) – 
moral evil & physical (natural) evil. – Our focus will be the former, 
moral evil = all that is against God & His purposes, against His 
nature & His Law. 
 
 Cf. right here in Matthew’s Gospel:  5:11, 37, 45; 6:13… 
 
(2) What is the Christian attitude toward evil?  
 
 If an alien from outer space arrived at many churches today, I 
fear he would conclude:  ‘Evil doesn’t exist, or isn’t serious, or isn’t 
clear, or can be tolerated & toyed with, and sure isn’t worth fighting 
against.’ 
 
LISTEN to the unanimous verdict of OT & NT on what our reaction 
to evil should be: 
 
Psalm 97:10, “Hate evil, you who love the Lord.” 
 
Proverbs 8:13, “The fear of the Lord is to hate evil.” 
 
Amos 5:15, “Hate evil, love good.” 
 
Romans 12:9, “Abhor what is evil.” 
 
1 Thess. 5:22, “Abstain from every form of evil.” 
 
+ Like Phinehas purging Israel of sexual immorality, with sword in 
hand, consumed with jealousy for God’s glory (Num. 25). – Like 
Jesus, 2x with a whip in His hand, overturning tables, cleansing the 
evil from God’s house. 
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SUMM:  Has God not given us a clear pattern in OT & NT re: what 
our attitude should be toward evil? 
 

Satan loves a church that has lost its moral outrage, its revulsion 
at wickedness, its hatred of evil. – The devil delights in Christians 
with dulled consciences, tolerating sin, indifferent to evil, 
complacent & apathetic about what is abominable to God. 
 

Here’s Satan’s deadly cocktail today, the ‘perfect storm’: Pietism 
got joined with Passivity, the ‘Effeminisation of the Church’, our 
fatherless age of easy divorce, broken homes, sexual revolution, 
homosexual agenda, gender confusion – a deadly combination! – 
Contra. 1 Cor. 16:9, “act like men” – men resist evil, men protect & 
defend women & children… 
 
*THREE SPHERES in which God calls us to resist evil: 
(Will spend most our time on the 1st sphere; deserves many 
sermons, but alas, will have to summarise today…) 
 
 In the family, church, and state – the three God-given, biblical 
spheres of authority & jurisdiction. – Three spheres in which there 
are times NOT to ‘turn the other cheek’, times when evil must be 
resisted. –  
 NOT at the interpersonal level, never in a personal sphere of 
retaliation, private aggression or payback; but in these outward 
spheres of responsibility for others more than self. 
 
1. The FAMILY Sphere (symbol of authority = the rod) 
 
WHY the rod? – Prov. 22:15, “Foolishness is bound up in the heart 
of a child; the rod of discipline will remove it far from him.” – 
Corporal punishment & parental discipline of children is a 
fundamental aspect of resisting evil in the home and raising 
obedient children. – We teach on that here as often as we can…. 
 
But what about self-defense?... 
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 ~ OR do you agree with the missionary who once told me, ‘If 
there’s an intruder in my home, better that he send me to heaven 
than I send him to hell’?? (Piper also uses this logic.) 
 
QUESTION – 6th commandment against killing? – Answer:  KJV 
has caused much confusion here – “Thou shalt not kill”. – BUT 
Moses deliberately chooses a different Hbr word – not the general, 
common Hbr word for “kill” (qatal). – Instead, Moses used a much 
more specific Hbr word for “murder” (ratsach). 
 
I.E., God is saying, “Do not unlawfully or immorally take the life of 
another human.  Do not take another person’s life wrongly.  No 
murdering, No unlawful killing.” 
 
 NB, this Hbr word also includes causing human death through 
carelessness or negligence. (But never once, in all the warfare texts 
of the OT, is ratsach used.) 
 
 You couldn't have said it more briefly or clearly than God says 
it in the sixth commandment. 
 
Turn & read Exod. 22:2-3 – You can assume that someone 
breaking into your house at night probably does NOT have good 
intentions. – Whether armed or not, God’s Law does not require you 
to ask questions. – If you are defending your home by striking the 
intruder “so that he dies”, you are cleared of all guilt in God’s eyes. 
 
(Amazing to me, again, how much of the Christian failure to discern 
biblically the issues of the day, our abysmal ignorance about ethics, 
our lack of moral fibre & outrage, can all be traced back to not 
knowing our OT & not singing the Psalms!; again, a plug for Sun 
PMs, restarting next Sun., DV.) 
 
+ From texts like Exod. 22 arose the English Common Law (that 
stood for centuries) called, ‘The Castle Doctrine’, or ‘The Defense of 
Habitation Law’ = that your home & work are a sanctuary, protected 
from any illegal trespassing or violent attack, justifying any lethal 
force used against such intruders (to protect yourself or others). 
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 CONTRA the madness of treating the victims like criminals, 
while the criminals roam free. 
 
Cf. also 1 Sam.17, story of David and Goliath: “five smooth stones” 
and a “sling” = ancient handgun – goes without comment, assumed 
Israelites were armed for unforeseen dangers. – There was no way 
he could run home to get it when a lion or a bear was about to 
attack his flock (1 Sam. 17:31–37, 41–54). 
 

+ Mary Slessor, pioneer missionary to Calabar (modern day 

Nigeria), included “maxim machine guns” in her prayer letter 
request back to the home country – to confront the slave traders (a 
kind of Rom. 13, civil function, when govt absent??)… 
 
Cf. 2 Sam. 10, listen to how Joab rallies the troops: “ ‘Be strong, 
and let’s show ourselves courageous for the sake of our people and 
the cities of our God; and may the LORD do what is good in His 
sight.’ So Joab and the people who were with him advanced to the 
battle against the Arameans, and they fled from him….” 
 
 NB, the norm of self-defense, of God’s people bearing arms for 
protection. 
 
+ R. Moffat – repeatedly rode out, armed on horseback, with the 
Tswanas to confront marauding tribes & defend their own from the 
Mfecane of Mzilikaze ravaging the land (chased away by Shaka)… 
 
NEXT – turn & read:  Neh. 4 (rebuilding the wall, facing great 
opposition & grave threats; applies to both family & civil sphere, but 
clearly starts with each man’s own home, always the primary 
building block, out from which come church & govt spheres) –  
 
 READ: vv. 14-23… 
 
 Anybody count the # of references to a personal, lethal 
weapon for defending your household? – 6x in 10 vss., “spears, 
bows, weapons” 
 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Sam.%2017.31%E2%80%9337
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Sam%2017.41%E2%80%9354
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+ Bishop McKenzie of E. Africa, was involved in several firefights 
against slave traders in the Shiri Valley of present day Malawi, and 
set many captives free. –  
 D. Livingstone used his trusted rifle also, not only for hunting & 
for lions, but to confront slave traders and defend the local people. 
 

But people say, ‘I don’t need weapons, I trust God!’ – Read again 
Neh. 4:20-21 – Don’t fall for that false dichotomy: faith vs. weapons. 
God uses instruments – He ordains the ends & the means; He 
employs human agency; we dare not be wiser than Him. –  
 
 Cf. Ps. 127…  YET does not = no building, no watching. – It = 
sweat + sovereignty; toiling + trusting. – NO anxious toil, no fearful 
sweat; rather, faith-filled labour…. 
 
~ Puritan & Christian political leader, Oliver Cromwell, gave this 
charge to his troops at the Battle of Edgehill in 1642, "Put your trust 
in God, my boys & keep your powder dry!” 
 
 Psalm 20, “Some trust in chariots, and some in horses, but WE 
trust in the name of the Lord our God (and they still used chariots & 
horses!).” – If ever we trust in our guns instead of God, or in any 
other resources or tools of our own, that is idolatry, for which we 
must repent. 
 
PLUS, recall Esther 8-9, what was a clear indication of God’s 
providence & protection of His people against Haman’s murderous 
plot? – The Jews were authorised to? – “…defend their lives, to 
destroy, to kill and to annihilate the entire army of any people or 
province which might attack them….  
 
 “…the Jews gained the mastery over those who hated 
them…to lay hands on those who sought their harm; and no one 
could stand before them…the Jews struck all their enemies with the 
sword, killing and destroying”. 
 
 “Now the rest of the Jews…assembled, to defend their lives 
and rid themselves of their enemies…” – That day was then turned 
into a holiday for “feasting and rejoicing” – the Feast of Purim, 
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which Jews still celebrate to this day. – Sure doesn’t sound like God 
condemned them for their self-defence, does it? 
 
BTW (by the way), self-defence in Esther is NOT = Joshua’s 
conquest, centuries earlier in Israel’s history. – That was NOT self-
defence or family protection;  
 that was a once-off, unique period in redemptive history where 
God authorised the theocracy of Israel to possess their promised 
land, as agents of His holy wrath & righteous anger against the “sin 
of the Amorites”, against the evils of Canaanite culture, idolatry & 
immorality (just as He did to all the world in Noah’s flood, and will 
do again universally in a flood of fiery judgment at Christ’s return). 
 
 We are NOT saying that Joshua’s conquest could or should 
ever be repeated today by the Church in any other place (leaving 
for now the question of the medieval crusades). 
 
SO THEN, all we’ve seen are OT texts so far; surely the NT doesn’t 
condone self-defence, right??!!... 
 
Our Lord told His disciples, Lk. 22:36, “He who has no sword, let 
him sell his garment and buy one.” – Being armed was a norm for 
that time, and Jesus does not object. – In the Garden of 
Gethsemane the disciples were armed, even if Peter misused his 
sword at one point. 
 
+ J. Paton – chased away one cannibal with pistol; armed the locals 
against marauders/abusers… 
 
In fact, Jesus used self-defense & the bearing of arms to illustrate, 
as an analogy for the spiritual point he was making. – Lk. 11:21: 
 
 “When a strong man, fully armed, guards his own homestead, 
his possessions are undisturbed. But when someone stronger than 
he attacks him and overpowers him, he takes away from him all his 
armor on which he had relied and distributes his plunder.” 
 
 I.e., A fully armed strong man is a deterrent to a thief. – 
Intruders will think twice about robbing or harming such a home. 
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+ Pioneer missionary, William Carey, father of modern missions, 
listed as essential equipment for any missionary: “Knives, powder 
and shot.” 
 
Another key NT text, our most fundamental Christian ethic, right 
here in the Sermon on the Mount:  Matt. 7:12 – I.e., ‘What kind of 
neighbour would you prefer – one that would take up arms & defend 
you, or a pacifist who would not?’ –  
 
 + E.G., our very 1st week in SA, Nov. 1998, came home from 
church to a burgled house – called on ‘Oom Piet’ next door, ‘Pistol 
Piet’ came over and searched the house for us – very kind, made 
us feel much safer, ‘all clear’… 
 

Underlying principle, another NT text:  1 Tim. 5:8, “If a man does 
not provide for his own, he is worse than an infidel.” – Provide 
WHAT? – Food, housing, clothing, education, medical care, love, 
discipleship and spiritual guidance. –  
 But what good is all this without protection? – If a parent 
refuses to protect their young, they’re worse than an animal. – What 
animal would not fight to protect its offspring? 
 
+ In light of 1 Tim. 5:8, in 17th c. America (in dangerous times), 
some churches would fine men if they came to church without their 
rifle! (not a new policy at ABC!) 
 
+ I know of missionaries in S. Sudan who preach the gospel, but 
have also had to train the men to protect their families, with slave 
raiders kidnapping children, burning crops, looting cattle, poisoning 
wells, destroying churches and crucifying pastors. –  
 They’ve had Muslim soldiers from N. Sudan convert to Christ 
because they see the godly way in which these S. Sudanese are 
willing to lay down their lives for their wives & children. 
(http://www.livingstonefellowship-old.org/index.php?option=com_preachit&id=93:faith-and-
firearms&view=study&mode=read&Itemid=123)  

 
Eph. 5 – we husbands are to love our wives like?...  What was His 
supreme act of love? – Laying his life down defending us, FOR our 
protection, not leaving us defenceless & vulnerable, to be raped & 
ravaged??... 

http://www.livingstonefellowship-old.org/index.php?option=com_preachit&id=93:faith-and-firearms&view=study&mode=read&Itemid=123
http://www.livingstonefellowship-old.org/index.php?option=com_preachit&id=93:faith-and-firearms&view=study&mode=read&Itemid=123
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Pacifism flatly contradicts historic Christian teaching. The 39 
Articles, the foundational statement of the Church of England, 
states clearly in Article 37: “It is lawful for Christian men to carry 
weapons.” 

 The Westminster Catechism,, under the 6th Commandment, 
says that the prohibition against murder requires as our duty: “All 
careful studies and lawful endeavours to preserve the life of 
ourselves and others by resisting, by just defence, against 
violence, protecting and defending the innocent.” (Q135). 

 

+ English legal tradition has always recognised the right of free 
citizens to possess and carry weapons for self-defence, resulting 
from Christian influence. – From King Alfred the Great to the 
Magna Carta to the English Decl of Rights (1689), the right to bear 
arms was entrenched; self-defence was a duty, not just a right; if 
you failed to assist a person under attack, you were to be fined;  
anyone who “illegally disarms a man” was to be fined. 
 So important and basic was this considered by the American 
Founding Fathers that they placed it in the Second Amendment – 
straight after religious freedom! 
 

DISCLAIMERS:  Doesn’t mean every church must have its own 
gun club; this is about individual & family duty, not the mission of 
the church (that’s next below). – Doesn’t mean you cannot 
outsource this self-defense to security companies that you trust to 
protect you better than you can yourself, if you so decide. –  
 
 Doesn’t mean this biblical case for the right to bear arms = 
every person should be packing, with a ‘conceal & carry’ permit!  
 
 Doesn’t mean that possessing firearms is not dangerous, and 
has not led to untold abuses & misuses, and should not be handled 
with the greatest of care & caution only by responsible, trained 
people with a proven track record. 
  

However, this biblical teaching does mean that you & I, and our 
communities, have the moral right to be armed. – Nations that take 
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away that right are more dangerous, not less. – Nation that uphold 
the right to bear arms are more safe. 
 
+ For centuries, the political Left obsesses about gun control, 
especially after every mass shooting; and Christians fall for it too 
often! –  
 So govts confiscate more & more guns from law-abiding 
citizens, ignoring the fact that mass shooters are never law-abiding 
citizens. – So you disarm all the innocent people, making them 
easier prey for all the predators, who are lawless and will always 
find a way to remain armed. 
 
 ‘If guns are outlawed, then only outlaws have guns.’ – NB, the 
irony, politicians & celebrities who are protected by guns want to 
disarm the people?? 
 
[+ Beware:  Gun Control Precedes Genocide - The genocides 
perpetrated upon the Christian Armenians in Ottoman Turkey from 
1915-1917 were preceded by gun control and gun confiscation. The 
massacres of Christian peasants in the Soviet Union from 1929-
1953 were preceded by gun control and gun confiscation.  
 

 The massacres of Jews and Christians in Nazi occupied 
Europe from 1939-1945; against Christians and anti-communists in 
Red China from 1949-1976; against Christians in Uganda from 
1971-1979; against anti-communists and educated people in 
Cambodia from 1975-1979; and Christian Tutsis in Rwanda in 
1994, they were all preceded by gun control legislation, which 
effectively disarmed the targeted victims. (P. Hammond)] 
 

[+ CONTRA. the SWISS example, as one historian states:  If you 
want peace, prepare for war. – Peace is achieved through superior 
firepower. This sums up the Swiss attitude towards peace and 
freedom. The land of William Tell, Ulrich Zwingli, William Farel and 
John Calvin, with its deep mistrust of central governments, its 
abiding love for God’s Word and for life and liberty, remain a 
bastion of freedom through armed neutrality. (P. Hammond)] 
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+ Next Sunday (25 July, 1993) will be the 28th anniversary of the St. 
James’ Massacre… 
 
 Tell St. James story – illustrating both resisting evil publicly, 
and privately reconciling & proclaiming gospel…. 
 
'A righteous man who falters before the wicked is like a murky 
spring and a polluted well' (Proverbs 25:26). 
 
 Recomm. van Wyk’s 2 books on biblical case for self-
defense, with much application to SA. – E.G.: 
 
 More Christian men should be praying: "Lord, please make me 
fast and accurate!" Otherwise, you'll find yourself praying that the 
government that left you disarmed and defenseless will come to 
your defense.” 
 
 At the end of the day, we need to be prepared to defend 
ourselves. The only person who can stop a bad guy with a gun is a 
good guy with a gun; nobody else will be of much help. 

 After the St. James Church Massacre of 1993, I reached out to 
the terrorists with the Gospel of Jesus Christ. The commander of 
the attackers of our church said: "I hear your own people 
(Christians) are criticizing you for returning fire (at the attackers). 
What did they expect you to do? Just sit and watch (the 
massacre)?" – How is it that an atheist sees self-defense as a 
virtue, yet some Christians don't? – Resisting the wicked is part of 
our God-ordained witness to them! 

2. Resisting Evil in the CHURCH Sphere (symbol of authority = 
the keys of the kingdom) 

 
WHY the keys? – cf. Matt. 18, as I’ve preached in previous yrs from 
Jn. 20, 1 Cor. 5, etc. – on why baptism, why membership, why 
church discipline – all because of WHO Christ is and His lordship & 
authority over HIS Church… 
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But ALL of that teaching is premised upon the fact that unrepentant 
sin & evil are NOT to be tolerated, but purified in the Church – Also 
E.G.: 
 Gal. 2, Paul “resisted” (same Grk word as Matt. 5:39a) Peter to 
his face verbally, out of his strong love for Gentile Christians… 
 

BEWARE of how the world keeps redefining love (beyond 
recognition!). – Contra God’s Word:  1 Cor. 13, love also “does not 
rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth”; Php. 1, a 
discerning love – that delights in righteousness & despises evil, like 
our God. – Like the Book of Psalms is full of, and Proverbs – loving 
what God loves, hating what God hates!... 
 
+ Rob McCoy testimony of reaching unsaved surfers & skaters 
because their church willing to open – people searching ‘upstream’ 
for the source of liberty, which is Christ alone!... 
 

Are YOU saved?!... 
 

See my earlier essay, “When To Disobey: A Theology of 
Resistance for Reluctant Protestants” (Feb. 2021); and now latest, 
“Assembly Required: A Case for Churches Standing Up, Not 
Locking Down” 
 

What about resisting social evils & ills through our Christian 
GOOD WORKS – individually, and corporately as churches – e.g., 
evil of infant-abandonment & children-out-of-wedlock through 
adoption & orphan care? 
 
 ~ As Amy Carmichael of India was rescuing young girls from 
temple prostitution, the pietists of the day would rebuke her & say, 
you should just preach the gospel & save souls, not worry about all 
those orphans. – To which Amy Carmichael replied, “Souls are 
more or less attached to bodies.” 

 
3. Resisting Evil in the STATE Sphere (symbol of authority = the 

sword) 
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~ Stott:  The Christian is to be totally free from revenge, not only in 
action, but in his heart as well. – HOWEVER, as an office-bearer in 
either state or church, he may find himself entrusted with authority 
from God to resist evil and to punish it. (p. 113) 
 
+ Exactly what did NOT happen in the early hours (& days) of last 
week’s revolt & anarchy, as the police were powerless, and passive 
in some cases… 
 
Why “sword”? – Recall Rom. 13, saying that human govt “does not 
bear the sword in vain...he is God's minister, an avenger to execute 
wrath on him who practices evil.” – A sword is not just for a hiding. 
 
 And 1 Pet. 2 – govt ordained of God for “punishing evildoers 
and praising those who do right” – Two words that best sum up the 
entire biblical view of civil govt, as enshrined in Judeo-Christian 
teaching & Western civilisation:  limited government 
 

NOT their stated role to feed, clothe, educate, medicate, etc.; but 
fundamentally, it is law enforcement, criminal justice, public safety. 
Amazing how many other things come right, once that is in place! –  
 
 When freedom is upheld, everything flourishes; but no 
freedom, and everything collapses. – When our God-given human 
rights are recognised & protected, society thrives, as God intended. 
 
LOOK BACK at Matt. 5:38 – the God-given role of govt. starts here! 
 
 It is disturbing to see how many NT scholars say that Jesus 
contradicts the OT here. – Not so! – All 3x in OT that this ‘Lex 
Talionis’, law of retaliation, ‘punishment must fit the crime’, a 
proportionate penalty, not too severe, not too lax – but appropriate 
to the infraction. – This one principle has shaped all legal tradition in 
the West ever since, for past 4,000 yrs of Judeo-Christian influence.  
 
 + CONTRA Islamic Shariah law – caught stealing once, hand 
chopped off – contra. Bible, pay back double; but keep your hand… 
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NB, lex talionis always in a legal, courtroom setting. – SO THAT 
citizens do NOT take the law into their own hands, from the judges 
& magistrates where it belongs under God.  
 

Best way to RID society of evil? – Law enforcement. – Here’s a 
one-verse summary of last week’s anarchy:  Eccl. 8:11, “Because 
the sentence against an evil deed is not executed quickly, therefore 
the hearts of the sons of mankind among them are fully given to do 
evil.” 
 Cf. Deut 19 (one of the 3 lex talionis texts) – no place for PITY 
in the courts, not their job; only criminal justice, law enforcement, 
punishing evil, protecting the innocent. 
 
 SINCE criminals won’t fear God, they must at least fear the 
Law!... 
 
~ A.W. Pink warns: Magistrates and judges were never ordained by 
God for the purpose of reforming reprobates or pampering 
degenerates, but to be His instruments for preserving law and 
order….  Yet today: Conscience has become comatose. The 
requirements of justice are stifled…eternal punishment is 
repudiated…Ecclesiastical punishments are shelved, churches 
refuse to enforce sanctions, and wink at flagrant offenses.  
 
 The inevitable outcome has been the breakdown of discipline 
in the home and the creation of a public opinion which 
is…spineless. Schoolteachers are intimidated by foolish parents 
and children, so that the rising generations are more and more 
allowed to have their own way, without fear of consequences. And if 
some judge has the courage of his convictions and sentences a 
brute for maiming an old woman, there is an outcry against him. 
 
+ Gordon-Chang, a Chinese-American and leading expert on US-
China relations, writing for the Gatestone Institute (a trusted news 
source for yrs) recently said this about the deadly naivete of the US 
towards the threat of China:   
 
 “President Biden, stop turning the other cheek and start 
performing your most fundamental constitutional duty: Protecting 
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America from foreign enemies.” – Mr. Chang understands more 
than most Christians about the proper use of Matt. 5. 
 
What about the DEATH PENALTY?... 
 
Cf.  Gen. 9:5-6...  WHY death penalty established? – Because of 
GOD, in whose image every person is made.... 

 
Murder is deliberately killing a living image of God. – For that 

crime, God gives human government the right to take the life of a 
murderer.  

 
NB, this right of capital punishment is NOT given just to a group of 
people, a clan or family, some mob justice. – It assumes an 
established government, able to first verify & prove if the accused is 
actually guilty. 
 
What about WAR – is it ever justified?... 
 
In Gen. 14, Abraham wages war on oppressive nations to rescue 
his nephew, and is presented as heroic for doing so.  
 
Scripture does not teach pacifism; many wars are unjust and 
unjustifiable. – But not all. 
 
 As Augustine argued long ago, from Scripture, a just war =  
when a nation acts to defend itself or others against another 
murderous nation. – What’s true at home is true for a nation, the 
right to defend itself. 
 
  A just war would be a war to stop injustice. – WWII against the 
Nazis was a just war, because Hitler was murdering millions of 
people.  

A just war must be waged in a humane way, and seek to 
protect the innocent. – A just war must be waged by a government 
alone. 
 

For further study:  See www.shepherdsafrica.co.za, by de Bruyn, 
2-part blog, “A Christian View of Just War” – brief, clear, helpful!... 

http://www.shepherdsafrica.co.za/
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BUT WHAT ABOUT when govt fails to do its job?... 
 
+ E.G. of resisting evil against unjust govt & tyranny:  Jesus points 
out illegality in His trial (Jn. 18); Paul 2x in Acts, stands up for his 
legal rights as a Roman citizen, mainly for the sake of the churches, 
for their protection from tyranny… 
 
 ~ J. Knox, “Resistance to tyrants is obedience to God.’ 
 

See my blog from last week, Question #1, why meet ‘illegally’; 
and Question #5, ‘Do we only practice civil disobedience if we are 
being directly persecuted/targeted?’ – No, we stand against all 
tyranny, in whatever form, in any way that we can, out of obedience 
to God… 
 
CONCL. – Repeat points… 
 
+ Seargent York’s amazing story from WW1 (released just in time 
for WW2) – from pacifist to just war advocate & hero… 
 
+ There can be overlap in state & individual roles – e.g., we caught 
a thief here a few mos. back during a midweek mtg, we called the 
police, shut the gate & would not release him; meanwhile, we 
brought him tea & biscuits, showed him kindness, and gave him & 
his girlfriend the gospel….  But we still called the security & the 
police; and the police took him in, thankfully. 
 
PRAY 
 
BENEDICTION & Remind Visitors… 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  


	[+ Beware:  Gun Control Precedes Genocide - The genocides perpetrated upon the Christian Armenians in Ottoman Turkey from 1915-1917 were preceded by gun control and gun confiscation. The massacres of Christian peasants in the Soviet Union from 1929-19...
	The massacres of Jews and Christians in Nazi occupied Europe from 1939-1945; against Christians and anti-communists in Red China from 1949-1976; against Christians in Uganda from 1971-1979; against anti-communists and educated people in Cambodia from...

