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‘Jesus' Prophetic Plans (Part 3)’ Selected Scriptures !

We continue in our series on Bible prophecy and Bible promises. We have 
entitled it ‘Jesus' Prophetic Plans.' !
For our purposes here at Grace Christian Church (GCC) we will only briefly 
consider two aspects of this extensive biblical subject !
First, the elders want to show you from the Scriptures why we believe that 
when the Lord Jesus returns at His Second Coming He will reign on the earth 
for 1000, 365-day years [millennial kingdom], before He ushers in the eternal 
state !
We dealt with the millennial kingdom the past two Sundays. I will only add one 
minor detail to what we have already considered. The millennial kingdom will 
not be a Jewish kingdom.  !
That is a misunderstanding of the position we hold here. I have recently 
discovered that at least some who take a different position than we do 
understand our teaching to be that of a Jewish kingdom. No, that is not what 
the Bible teaches.  !
In fact, just a brief skimming of the verses we looked at last Sunday makes it 
clear that many nations will be present in the millennial kingdom  !
The millennial kingdom is the first component of the subject we want to briefly 
study !
The second component we will occupy ourselves with today and the next two 
Sundays is the question of the Church and Israel. Here at GCC we believe 
that there is a distinction between Israel and the Church !
In other words, we do not believe that the Church has replaced Israel, or 
superseded Israel, or become the ‘new [spiritual] Israel' !
We, in fact, believe that God has a future plan for ethnic Jews. We believe 
that there is a remnant of Jewish people who will be redeemed in the future. 
God’s future redemptive plan not only involves saving a remnant of Jewish 
people, but also involves using national Israel as His witnesses once more !
So, if you want a subtitle for this morning’s teaching, it can read thus: Has the 
Church Replaced, Superseded, or become the 'new, spiritual Israel?' !
Grace Christian Church 7 September 2014                  AM Service No. 949



Page !  of !2 14!
As an outline for this morning, to help us follow along, we will pose four 
necessary questions in this regard and seek to answer them from the Bible !
We will begin by asking a broad question, to sort of take the big picture, birds-
eye view first, and then we will ask three more specific questions to narrow 
the focus: !
a) What does the Bible teach about ‘Nations’? (The big-picture question) !
The purpose of this question is to establish that God has a future purpose for 
nations. Understanding this will help pave the way for understanding that it is 
not out of the question then for God to also have a future purpose for the 
nation, Israel. !
The Bible does place a big emphasis on individual salvation, but it also 
teaches God’s plan for nations. By God’s plan for nations we do not mean 
universalism - the teaching that everyone will be redeemed !
No, by nations we simply mean that the redeemed from that nations will be 
represented in heaven, and that they will in fact be identifiable and 
representative of their nations !
For example of what we mean by God’s plan for nations, hear Isaiah 
19:24-25, ‘In that day Israel will be the third party with Egypt and Assyria, a 
blessing in the midst of the earth, 25whom the Lord of hosts has blessed, 
saying, “Blessed is Egypt My people, and Assyria the work of My hands, and 
Israel My inheritance.’ !
Think about it: If you apply a literal interpretation to these verses, then you 
conclude… !
a) Never in recorded biblical history, or extra-biblical history (outside the 

Bible’s history) has Egypt been God’s people 
b) Egypt was not or did not become God’s people during the Lord’s first 

coming 
c) Egypt is not presently God’s people 
d) So this must point to a future time relative to the present  !
Think about this also: The Hittites and Jebusites you read of in the Bible is no 
more, but we still have Egyptians and the Israelites with us today - God has 
preserved them until now !
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The territory that the Assyrians occupied in Bible times spanned a large piece 
of land. Today it would include parts of Iraq, parts of Turkey, parts of Iran, and 
parts of Syria !
The point is this: If God has a future plan for Assyria and Egypt according to 
these verses, then it should not be strange that God can also have a future 
plan for Israel !
Bear in mind that Isaiah is a prophetic book! God says in those verses, Egypt 
will become ‘My people,’ and Assyria will become ‘the work of My hands.’ !
These nations will someday become the people of God alongside Israel, 
called ‘My inheritance,’ in those verses !
Note also, the believing nations here, Egpyt and Assyria do not become the 
‘new spiritual Israel.’ No, these two believing nations will exist as God’s people 
alongside (distinct from) Israel. !
So, it is clear from a passage like this that God has a future plan even for 
other nations, nations other than Israel. !
You ask, 'is Isaiah 19 not an obscure, isolated passage in this regard?' No. 
Hear Zechariah 2:11, ‘“Many nations will join themselves to the Lord in that 
day and will become My people”’ (emphasis added)  !
Note, ‘many nations’ will become ‘My people.’ Like Isaiah, Zechariah is a 
prophetic book! Again, if you apply a literal interpretation to this passage you 
conclude that this has not taken place in the past. It therefore awaits a future 
realization. !
You ask, 'Is God’s future plan for nations limited to Old Testament passages 
like the ones in Isaiah and Zechariah?' No  !
Revelation 21 teaches the presence or representation of nations even in the 
eternal state, that is to say, in heaven. !
Hear Revelation 21:24, ‘The nations will walk by its [heaven in the context] 
light, and the kings of the [new] earth will bring their glory into it. 25In the 
daytime (for there will be no night there) its gates will never be closed; 26and 
they will bring the glory and the honor of the nations into it’ (emphasis added)!!
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Note, these ‘nations’ will exist in heaven. Think about it: Why mention ‘nations' 
in heaven if nations will not be represented there? Why not just, ‘a great 
multitude,’ or ‘the citizens of heaven,’ or ‘the redeemed of all the ages?’!!
Evidently, the redeemed from the various nations will still maintain some 
measure of their (earthly) national identity in heaven!!
The new Jerusalem will be the capital city of heaven, but that does not mean 
that heaven will only comprise this capital city, right? It would seem from a 
verse like this that many in heaven will live and function outside the capital 
city!!
Apparently some of the cultural contributions of the various nations will still be 
enjoyed there. !!
It would not make sense for the ‘glory and honor’ of the nations to be a 
reference to their holy character, for example. All of heaven will be morally 
perfect. The nations will not have to bring this quality into the heavenly city or 
to heaven. No, the ‘glory and honor’ of the nations must refer to something 
else!!
Dr. Robert L. Thomas writes, ‘The leaders [the ‘kings of the [new] earth’] of 
organised nations will have access to the Holy City and will pay regular tribute 
there… "The glory and honour of the nations" refers to the choicest of their 
treasures, whatever they may be. In a time of uninhibited prosperity, their 
offerings will doubtless be very generous, though they will be different and 
special because of an increased productivity’ !1!
The redeemed from these nations would have been saved the same way - 
through grace alone, through faith alone, in Christ alone. But this spiritual 
unity in Christ does not mean that ethnic and geographical distinctions will or 
needs to be altogether done away with.!!
The point that the redeemed from all the nations would have been saved the 
same way must be stressed. Some who hold a different view than we do 
accuse us of teaching two ways of salvation - one for Israel, and another for 
the Church. This is a misrepresentation and misunderstanding of our position 
here!!
 Robert L. Thomas, Revelation 8-22: An Exegetical Commentary, p. 4791
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Since nations have a role in God’s future purpose, nations with identities and 
roles, why is it a stretch to suppose that the nation, Israel, has no identity or 
role in God’s future plan? !
And here is just an interesting aside in light of ‘the nations:’ The Lord’s words 
in Matthew 28:19 is, ‘go therefore and make disciples of all the nations.’ 
However you choose to interpret or translate ‘nations' in that verse, it makes 
one appreciate the Great Commission more in light of what we have been 
saying under this first question, right? !
2) Is the Future Restoration of Israel Taught in the Old Testament? (Beginning 
of more specific questions) !
God delivered Israel from Egypt. He gave them the law so they would know 
how to express their love for God and their neighbour in the land He would 
give them !
In Deuteronomy chapters 28 & 29 He described the blessings that would 
come to the nation if they obeyed, and also the curses if they disobeyed (keep 
the content of these two chapters in mind). !
In the very next chapter, chapter 30, God then described what the future 
would hold for the nation. God would exile them to all nations for their 
disobedience. But, a time would come when He would restore them. !
Deuteronomy 30:1, “When all these things happen to you—the blessings and 
curses [note how God predicts that the blessings and the curses would 
happen to them. In other words, they would obey (blessings) and disobey 
(curses)] I have set before you—and you come to your senses while you are 
in all the nations where the Lord your God has driven you, !
2 and you and your children return to the Lord [‘return' is a clear implication of 
disobedience] your God and obey Him with all your heart and all your soul by 
doing everything I am giving you today, !
3 then [after they have disobeyed and returned to Him] He will restore your 
fortunes, have compassion on you, and gather you again from all the peoples 
where the Lord your God has scattered you. !
4 Even if your exiles are at the ends of the earth, He will gather you and bring 
you back from there. !
5 The Lord your God will bring you into the land your fathers possessed, and 
you will take possession of it. He will cause you to prosper and multiply you 
more than He did your fathers. !
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6 The Lord your God will circumcise your heart and the hearts of your 
descendants, and you will love Him with all your heart and all your soul so that 
you will live’ (emphasis added)!!
In other words, God predicted their disobedience and restoration in that 
passage. Put another way, He will eventually restore Israel in spite of her 
disobedience !
Why is that an important statement to make? Because many hold that God 
has permanently set Israel aside precisely because of her disobedience - no, 
He predicted both her disobedience and restoration in that passage !
Besides, as I hope to show you next Sunday, Israel is elect. Think about that: 
Has our election got anything to do with our obedience? No. If it did, we would 
be teaching self-righteousness or works-righteousness salvation. If it did, the 
Lord Jesus would not have needed to die. Likewise, Israel’s election has got 
nothing to do with her obedience !
Note also, back in the Deuteronomy passage, God's restoration would include 
a physical component, ‘into the land your fathers possessed’ (v.5), as well as 
a spiritual component, ‘your God will circumcise your heart (v.6).' !
After a period of exile to the nations the nation would be saved and be 
restored to her land. !
I stress again, a passage like this should help us avoid a theology that 
teaches that God has replaced or superseded the nation of Israel because of 
her disobedience. Why? Because both Israel’s disobedience and restoration 
are predicted in this passage. Both will therefore come to pass. !
Does Deuteronomy 30:1-6 stand alone in this regard? No, hear what Ezekiel 
(prophetic book!) teaches will happen to the nation after a period of 
dispersion: !
Ezekiel 36:22, “Therefore, say to the house of Israel [note the recipients of 
this message here, ‘the house of Israel’]: This is what the Lord God says: It is 
not for your sake [not for Israel’s sake!] that I will act, house of Israel, but for 
My holy name, which you profaned among the nations where you went [again, 
God will act in spite of their disobedience! They profaned God’s name]. !
23 I will honor the holiness of My great name, which has been profaned among 
the nations—the name you have profaned among them. The nations will know 
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that I am Yahweh”—the declaration of the Lord God—“when I demonstrate My 
holiness through you in their sight. !
24 “For I will take you from the nations and gather you from all the countries, 
and will bring you into your own land. !
25 I will also sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean. I will cleanse 
you from all your impurities and all your idols. !
26 I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; I will remove your 
heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. !
27  I will place My Spirit within you and cause you to follow My statutes and 
carefully observe My ordinances. !
28 Then you will live in the land that I gave your fathers; you will be My people, 
and I will be your God. !
29 I will save you from all your uncleanness. I will summon the grain and make 
it plentiful, and will not bring famine on you. !
30 I will also make the fruit of the trees and the produce of the field plentiful, so 
that you will no longer experience reproach among the nations on account of 
famine.’!!
To whom is this new covenant promise made? ‘The house of Israel’ (v.22). 
Note again the spiritual restoration (‘new heart...and new spirit’ [v.26]) as well 
as the physical blessing (‘you will live in the land I gave your fathers’ [v.28]) !
Again, the promise to Israel is not based upon Israel's greatness or godliness, 
but rather upon God’s choice. The promise of restoration is a promise 
following her disobedience (‘profaned’ God’s name - contrast the view that 
God has set Israel aside because of her disobedience) !
How fixed or sure are future promises such as these from God to Israel? 
Jeremiah 31:35, ‘Thus says the Lord, Who gives the sun for light by day and 
the fixed order of the moon and the stars for light by night, Who stirs up the 
sea so that its waves roar; The Lord of hosts is His name:  
36“If this fixed order departs from before Me,” declares the Lord, “Then the 
offspring of Israel also will cease from being a nation before Me forever.” !
37Thus says the Lord, “If the heavens above can be measured and the 
foundations of the earth searched out below, then I will also cast off all the 
offspring of Israel for all that they have done,” declares the Lord.’!!
How fixed or sure are these promises? Well, has the fixed order of the sun 
and the day and moon and stars and the night, and the sea been done away 
with yet? No! So then His promise to Israel still stands !!
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Think about it: God made a covenant with Noah and He promised that He 
would never destroy the earth by water again. The sign of that promise would 
the rainbow!!
A literal promise was made, and it has been fulfilled literally. Do we still see 
the rainbow today? Absolutely!!!
Well, do we still have the order of the sun and day, and the moon and night 
with us? Yes! God says that if this order departs then Israel will cease being a 
nation before Him forever. Since we still have this order manifest daily (unlike 
an occasional rainbow) we can confidently assert that God has a future plan 
for Israel!!
3) Is the Future Restoration of Israel Taught in the New Testament? !
i) The Lord Jesus expected a restoration of national Israel !
He said to the disciples in Matthew 19:28, ‘“Truly I say to you, that you who 
have followed Me, in the new age [so not in His first coming] when the Son of 
Man will sit on His glorious throne, you also shall sit upon twelve thrones, 
judging the twelve tribes of Israel.’ !
Has that happened yet? Has the Lord Jesus sat on His glorious throne yet? 
No. Have the disciples sat upon twelve thrones judging (governing) the twelve 
tribes of Israel yet? No. It must be yet future. !
Luke’s Gospel supports this: Luke 22:29, ‘just as My Father has granted Me a 
kingdom, I grant you  
30that you may eat and drink at My table in My kingdom, and you will sit on 
thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel.’!!
How clear and powerful a testimony is this? The only way you can get around 
this is if you do not come to the Scriptures with a literal approach. This is why I 
say again that the first message in this series is the foundation for everything 
else that follows in the series !
ii) The apostles expected a national restoration of Israel !
Acts 1:6, ‘So when they had come together, they asked Him, “Lord, are You 
restoring the kingdom to Israel at this time?” !
7 He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or periods that the Father 
has set by His own authority.’!
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Bear the context in mind here: a) This question is asked after the Lord’s 
resurrection, and on the day of His ascension. Even now the apostles ask, 
‘are You restoring the kingdom to Israel at this time?’  !
b)More importantly, the Lord’s response features no correction or rebuke of 

their belief. In other words, He does not say, ‘O ye of little faith and 
understanding. Do you not understand that their is no future for Israel in 
God’s plan from this time onward?’ No, He only answers in reference to the 
time set by the Father 

c) Furthermore, in light of point b) above, the Lord did correct and rebuke the 
disciples many times before His death and resurrection for their lack of faith 
and understanding. Surely, He would have corrected any faulty view of 
theirs here. No, His lack of correction validates their belief about Israel’s 
future restoration. 

d)Moreover, according to Acts 1:3 the Lord met with them for ‘over a period of 
forty days and speaking of the things concerning the kingdom of God.’ After 
40 days of further instruction on the ‘kingdom of God,’ is it not highly 
unlikely that the apostles would still be misguided about a restoration of 
Israel? Surely, if the Lord taught some redefinition of the kingdom that did 
not involve national Israel the disciples would not have asked this question !

iii) The apostle Paul expected a national restoration of Israel !
Keep our main question in mind: Has the Church replaced or superseded or 
become the new, spiritual Israel !
Think about this: In the passage below Paul writes to Church at Rome. The 
Church is therefore established at this point. Paul wrote the letter to the 
Romans around the mid-AD 50s. So the Church is established for around 20 
years by the time he writes. If the Church has replaced Israel, if Israel has 
been cast off permanently by God for her disobedience, why then the 
reference to Israel for 3 long chapters in this book? !
Romans 9:3, ‘For I could wish that I myself were accursed, separated from 
Christ for the sake of my brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh [ethnic 
Jews!], !
4who are Israelites, to whom belongs the adoption as sons, and the glory and 
the covenants and the giving of the Law and the temple service and the 
promises’!!
Note: a) Paul is referring to physical Israelites here, ethnic Jews, ‘my kinsmen 
according to the flesh;’ and b) using a present tense verb he also states that 
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to them ‘belongs the adoption as sons...and the covenants’ [including the new 
covenant promises! emphasis added] !
Note: not ‘belonged' (past tense!), but rather ‘belongs' in the present tense - 
even after the Church is established !
Later Paul makes more very strategic statements in this regard: Romans 11:1, 
‘I ask, then, has God rejected His people? Absolutely not! !
11  I ask, then, have they stumbled in order to fall? Absolutely not! On the 
contrary, by their stumbling, salvation has come to the Gentiles to make Israel 
jealous. !
12 Now if their stumbling brings riches for the world, and their failure riches for 
the Gentiles, how much more will their fulfillment be!’!!
The point is that Israel’s stumbling is not permanent, but temporary - they 
have not ‘stumbled in order to fall’ - they have not fallen, they are only still 
stumbling. They have not stumbled so as to ‘fall’ [permanently] (v.11) !
Also, their temporary stumbling has a purpose! What? To make Israel jealous 
by bringing salvation to Gentiles (v.11) !
The argument of verse 12 is that Israel’s temporary stumbling has brought 
blessings upon the world, but that their fulfillment (restoration) will bring even 
greater blessings upon the world !
Paul is saying, ‘if you think the blessings to the Gentiles is great now, just wait 
until Israel’s fulfillment (restoration) comes’ !
If that is not clear, Paul goes on to explicitly predict the the future restoration 
of Israel: Romans 11:25, ‘For I do not want you, brethren, to be uninformed of 
this mystery—so that you will not be wise in your own estimation—that a 
partial hardening [notice, not eternal or full or permanent hardening] has 
happened to Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in;  
26and so all [believing remnant] Israel will be saved [‘they are not all Israel 
who are descended from Israel’ (9:6)]…27“This is My covenant with them, 
when I take away their sins…29 for the gifts and the calling of God are 
irrevocable [irreversible, unchangeable]’ (emphasis added)!!
Also, in keeping with our question of whether the Church has replaced Israel: 
nowhere in chapters 9-11 does Paul state or teach that the Church has 
replaced Israel. His point in fact is that God’s promises to the Church 
(chapters 1-8) are as sure as His promises to Israel (chapters 9-11) 
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iv) Finally, the apostle John expected a national restoration of Israel !
The book of Revelation refers to itself as a prophecy (1:3). In this futuristic 
book it is clear that Israel has a role in God’s purpose in the future !
Keep in mind again also: Whether you take a late date for Revelation’s writing 
(AD 90s), or an early date (AD 60s), the Church is established at this point - 
for either 30 years or 60 years - depending on the date of writing you take !
Again we ask, why the mention of Israel after all this time if indeed the Church 
has replaced Israel, if indeed Israel has been permanently set aside by God 
for her disobedience? !
Notice how John foretells the sealing of the twelve tribes of Israel in the future: 
Revelation 7:4, ‘And I heard the number of those who were sealed, one 
hundred and forty-four thousand sealed from every tribe of the sons of Israel:  
5From the tribe of Judah, twelve thousand were sealed, from the tribe of 
Reuben twelve thousand, from the tribe of Gad twelve thousand, !
6from the tribe of Asher twelve thousand, from the tribe of Naphtali twelve 
thousand, from the tribe of Manasseh twelve thousand, !
7from the tribe of Simeon twelve thousand, from the tribe of Levi twelve 
thousand, from the tribe of Issachar twelve thousand, !
8from the tribe of Zebulun twelve thousand, from the tribe of Joseph twelve 
thousand, from the tribe of Benjamin, twelve thousand were sealed.’!!
In a context of a future tribulation period, Israel has a role to play in the plan of 
God !
Also, note the very next verse, Revelation 7:9, ‘After these things I looked, 
and behold, a great multitude which no one could count, from every nation 
and all tribes and peoples and tongues, standing before the throne and before 
the Lamb, clothed in white robes, and palm branches were in their hands’ !
Why is the placement of verse 9 so important in the context of our discussion? 
Because John clearly distinguishes between Jews (vv.4-8) and Gentiles (v.9). 
Verses 4-8 describe ethnic Jews, and verse 9 a ‘great multitude’ from ‘every 
nation.’ !
These clearly are not the same two groups of people. Why? The group in 
verses 4-8 is a specific and relatively small number, 144 000, while the 
second group in verse 9 is ‘a great multitude which no one could count.' !
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Point? The Church does not replace Israel. Furthermore, the group in verse 9 
is not called ‘Israel’ or the ‘new Israel,’ or ‘spiritual Israel.’ No, there remains a 
distinction. !
Later John writes, Revelation 21:10, ‘And he carried me away in the Spirit to a 
great and high mountain, and showed me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming 
down out of heaven from God,  
11having the glory of God. Her brilliance was like a very costly stone, as a 
stone of crystal-clear jasper. !
12It had a great and high wall, with twelve gates, and at the gates twelve 
angels; and names were written on them, which are the names of the twelve 
tribes of the sons of Israel. !
13There were three gates on the east and three gates on the north and three 
gates on the south and three gates on the west. !
14And the wall of the city had twelve foundation stones, and on them were the 
twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.’!!
Note, this is heaven, this is the eternal state. If Israel is replaced by the 
Church, if Israel is superseded by the Church, if Israel becomes the Church, if 
Israel is cast off by God permanently for her disobedience, why the part of 
Israel here alongside (distinct from) the part of the apostles? !
Put another way, Israel’s distinct identity is still recognised even in heaven !
Dr. Robert L. Thomas answers it this way: ‘[The names of Israel serve] explicit 
notice of the distinct role of national Israel in this eternal city in fulfilment of 
their distinctive role in history throughout the centuries of their existence[ cf. 
7:1-8]’ (Robert L. Thomas, Revelation 8-22: An Exegetical Commentary 
(Chicago: Moody, 1995), 463. !
This passage clearly also rules out the teaching that the 12 tribes only served 
as a temporary type that has been superseded by the 12 apostles (as the 
opposing view holds) !
Last question for this instalment... !
4) Are the unfulfilled Promises to the nation Israel all fulfilled in the Lord 
Jesus, the ‘True Israel’? !
Why this question? Because this is what many who take the opposite view to 
us teach !



Page !  of !13 14
A helpful passage that brings out the relationship between the Lord Jesus, 
and the nation Israel is Isaiah 49 !
Isaiah 49:3, ‘He [Father] said to Me [Son], “You are My Servant, Israel, in 
Whom I will show My glory.” !
4But I said, “I have toiled in vain, I have spent My strength for nothing and 
vanity; Yet surely the justice due to Me is with the Lord, and My reward with 
My God.” !
5And now says the Lord, who formed Me from the womb to be His Servant, to 
bring Jacob back to Him, so that Israel might be gathered to Him (For I am 
honored in the sight of the Lord, and My God is My strength), !
6He [Father] says, “It is too small a thing that You should be My Servant to 
raise up the tribes of Jacob and to restore the preserved ones of Israel; I will 
also make You a light of the nations so that My salvation may reach to the end 
of the earth.”’!!
All theologians agree that the Servant here is a reference to the Lord Jesus 
Christ, the ‘suffering Servant of the Lord.’ !
Why is the Servant here, why is the Lord Jesus Christ here called ‘Israel?' 
Because of the intimate relationship which exists between He and Israel. 
When do two parties share the same name? Only in a very intimate 
relationship, like a wife who bears her husbands name!!
Note how verse 5 teaches one of the roles of this Servant: ‘to bring Jacob 
back to Him, so that Israel might be gathered to Him.’ This role is repeated in 
verse 6, ‘to restore the preserved ones of Israel' !
Furthermore, verse 6 teaches that this Servant ‘will also’ be a ‘light of the 
nations so that My salvation may reach to the end of the earth’ !
In this passage the ‘Servant’ is clearly linked with national Israel in the form of 
‘My Servant, Israel’ (v.3). Yet, at the same time this ‘Servant’ is disctinct from 
Israel in that He will ‘restore’ (v.6) Israel [‘Jacob’ (v.5), ‘tribes of Jacob’ (v.6), 
‘preserved ones of Israel’ (v.6)] !
So, this passage teaches that the ‘true Israel’ (as He is referred to by many 
who take the opposite view to us) Jesus Christ, will restore Israel as well as 
bring light to the nations.  !
Therefore, the arrival or presence of Messiah does not mean that the people 
of Israel loose their significance. 
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In other words, Israel is not somehow absorbed into Jesus, the ‘true Israel,’ 
upon His appearing. Rather, they will be restored spiritually and be brought 
back to their land by Him !
A passage like this contradicts the teaching that Christ as ‘true Israel’ means 
the end of national Israel !
In fact, His arrival and presence spells (guarantees) the restoration of the 
nation, Israel. He Himself will fulfil the promises made to them, He will not 
spiritually absorb the promises to them in His Person !
In light of the above four questions above, and its answers, it is worth citing a 
Spurgeon quote in this regard: "I think we do not attach sufficient importance 
to the restoration of the Jews. We do not think enough of it. But certainly, if 
there is anything promised in the Bible it is this” (Charles H. Spurgeon) !
I will add another by Walter C. Kaiser, Jr., "To argue that God replaced Israel 
with the church is to depart from an enormous body of biblical evidence." !
Beloved, I will say it again, the only way one can depart from the Scriptures in 
this regard is if you do not take the Scriptures at face value. That is to say, if 
you don’t apply a consistent, literal interpretation. !
The big word for our position here at GCC is dispensational. There is a lot you 
can say about that word, but simply put, it means that we hold that there is a 
distinction between Israel and the Church  2

!
The more important for you this morning is this: Will you represent your nation 
in heaven? Some of us here will. Will we see you there? !
The only way to get there is to repent of your sins, and to trust in the Person 
and work of the Lord Jesus for the forgiveness of your sins

 The material in this message is adapted from Michael Vlach, What About Israel? in ‘Christ's Prophetic 2

Plans,’ pp. 103 ff.


