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‘Jesus' Prophetic Plans (Part 4)’ Selected Scriptures !

I start this morning with a quote from the the Puritan, Thomas Brooks, ’An idle 
life and a holy heart is a contradiction’  

The choice of this quote is two-fold: I want to remind those of you who did not 
receive the cd we handed out two weeks ago to ensure that you take a copy 
for yourself from the foyer. The message on that cd supports that quote well 

And second, I cite that quote because studying Bible prophecy requires hard 
work. The Bible is neither difficult nor unclear with regards to this subject, but 
it will nevertheless require you to diligently apply your mind 

We have entitled our current series, ‘Jesus' Prophetic Plans,’ and this morning 
we come to part 4. We will once more consider the biblical basis for holding a 
distinction between Israel and the Church !
Last Sunday we approached this subject by asking and then answering four 
questions related to the topic !
This morning my approach will be to give you several more biblical reasons to 
maintain a distinction between Israel and the Church !
Some of these reasons will build upon each other, but the order of these 
reasons will not be in any rank of significance !
4 Biblical Reasons why the Church has not Replaced Israel !
1) God is ‘the God of Israel' !
Reason number one: The Bible refers to God as ‘the God of Israel’ over 200 
X (times)  !
This reference to God first appears in Exodus 5:1, 'And afterward Moses and 
Aaron came and said to Pharaoh, “Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, ‘Let 
My people go that they may celebrate a feast to Me in the wilderness’’ (also 
Nu. 16:9, Josh. 7:13, Judges 4:6, etc.; over 200X) !
Here is why the reference to God as ‘the God of Israel’ is important in the 
context of our study!!
The term, ‘Israel,’ occurs more than 2000 X in the Bible and it never means 
anything but Israel!

Grace Christian Church 14 September 2014                  AM Service No. 950



Page !  of !2 10!
Of the 2000 plus X the term, ‘Israel,’ occurs in the Scriptures, 73 of those 
occurrences are in the New Testament (NT)!!
Of the 73 occurrences of the word, ‘Israel,’ in the New Testament, there is not 
one clear statement that the Church has replaced Israel, or that God has 
permanently set Israel aside!!
Furthermore, the reference to God as the ‘God of Israel’ is significant because 
of the words, ‘God of,’ in that phrase, ‘God of Israel’!!
Think about that: If God is the God of anyone, when does He stop being the 
God of that someone? Never!!
Has God stopped being the God of Abraham or Isaac or Jacob or David? No! 
If God truly is the 'God of Virl,’ when does He stop being the God of Virl? 
Never. Otherwise He never was the God of Virl to begin with!!
Likewise, ‘the God of Israel’ never stops being the God of Israel!!
Why is this an important point to make? Because one of the greatest 
arguments those make who teach that Israel has been replaced by the 
Church is that God has permanently set Israel aside because of her 
disobedience. Put in the words of our argument, ‘God has stopped being the 
God of Israel’!!
Listen, if it is possible for God to stop being the God of Israel, then it is 
possible for God to stop being your God, which means that it is possible for 
you to loose your salvation, which means that you have no eternal security!!
This leads to the second reason why there remains a distinction between 
Israel and the Church: The doctrine of divine, sovereign election!!
4 Biblical Reasons why the Church has not Replaced Israel !
1) God is ‘the God of Israel' 
2) God has sovereignly elected Israel !
It is a very curious thing that Reformed Theology which holds so tenaciously 
to the doctrine of divine, sovereign election of the Church, does not maintain 
this doctrine consistently when it comes to Israel!
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Let me develop and expand this point for you: There are three elect entities or 
groups in Scripture when it comes to eternal salvation!!
a) You learn in the Bible of elect angels. For example, you read in 1 Timothy 
5:21, 'I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus and 
of His chosen [NASB, ‘elect' NIV, ESV, HCSB, Net Bible, KJV, NKJV] angels, 
to maintain these principles without bias, doing nothing in a spirit of partiality.'!!
There are elect angels. Satan influenced a third of the angels to rebel with 
Him against God. And those fallen angels are irredeemable. There is no future 
hope of salvation for them!!
And we look at Satan and we observe and comment how powerful his 
deception is to influence a third of the angels - and his deception is powerful!!!
But let me tell you something: The reason he was able to influence a third of 
the angels to join in his rebellion was because those angels were not elect; 
The reason the other two-thirds did not rebel was because they were elect; 
This is the doctrine of divine, sovereign election!!
The Lord helps us to understand the security of election when He says in 
Matthew 24:24, '“For false Christs and false prophets will arise and will show 
great signs and wonders, so as to mislead, if possible, even the elect.’ What is 
the clear implication of that verse? It is not possible to mislead the elect!!
b) There is a second elect entity or group in the Bible, namely the Church. 
Ephesians 1:4, ‘He [Father] chose [the verb from which we get the noun, 
‘election'] us in Him [the Lord Jesus] before the foundation of the world, that 
we would be holy and blameless before Him in love’ (emphasis added)!!
c) The third elect entity in Scripture is Israel. Isaiah 45:4, “For the sake of 
Jacob My servant, and Israel My elect’ (also Deut. 7:6; 1 Chr. 16:13; Ps. 
135:4; Is. 65:9, 22; Ezek. 20:5)!!
Why is Israel’s divine, sovereign election so important in our discussion? 
Again, because one of the major arguments of those who teach that the 
Church has replaced Israel is that God has permanently set Israel aside 
because of her failures and disobedience and because she rejected her 
Messiah when He came the first time!!
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So the Church has replaced Israel for reasons such as these. Our response is 
three-fold!!
First, many Jews in the Old Testament did embrace God’s future-promised 
Messiah by faith and were saved!!
Second, some Jews in the Lord’s day on earth did believe in Him and were 
saved - even though the number who embraced Him was not thousands, 
there nevertheless was not complete or utter rejection!!
And third, we believe the Bible teaches that in the future, Jews will be saved. 
In the future, there will be Jews who believe, when God will in the words of 
Zechariah 12:10, 'pour out on the house of David and on the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem, the Spirit of grace and of supplication, so that they will look on Me 
whom they have pierced; and they will mourn for Him, as one mourns for an 
only son, and they will weep bitterly over Him like the bitter weeping over a 
firstborn. !
11“In that day there will be great mourning in Jerusalem…13:1 “In that day a 
fountain will be opened for the house of David and for the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem, for sin and for impurity."'!!
There will be a remnant, they are the elect, and they will be saved. Just 
because a large percentage of Jews historically disobeyed God and in the 
future will disobey God, just because many Jews have and will reject the 
Messiah, does not mean that the elect Jews will not be saved in the future; 
God has a future plan for His elect Jews!!
The argument that Israel has forfeited God’s promises, and that those 
promises have now come to the Church spits in the face of divine, sovereign 
election!!
What it would mean then is that God’s eternal, sovereign election is based 
upon human obedience. It would mean a works-righteousness salvation and 
that is not what the Scripture teaches!!
Furthermore, think about this also: The argument is that Israel has failed as 
God’s redemptive instrument, that the Church is now God’s redemptive 
instrument, and the Church will succeed where Israel failed, and therefore the 
promises of God to Israel will come to the Church!!
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Listen, you need to wake up if you you think that the Church will succeed by 
herself. Do you really think the Church by herself has or will do a better job 
than Israel?!!
The only reason the Church will succeed is because God has willed her to 
succeed, because God has ordained her to succeed, because God will 
empower her to succeed!!
The Church does not receive the promises made to Israel because of her 
great faithfulness and obedience to God! Look around you. Better still, look at 
your own heart!!
And by the way, Jews saved in the future will once again be used by God as 
His redemptive instrument in the world (e.g. Rev. 7:4-9)!!
So, there are elect angels, there is the elect Church, and there is elect Israel!!
And I say again, if God’s election of Israel is not fixed or sure, then God’s 
election of the Church cannot be fixed or sure, and your election is based 
upon your obedience, and you have no guarantee of eternal security!!
I will also say again, it is a very curious thing that reformed theologians who 
hold so unwaveringly to God’s sovereign election of the Church, completely 
abandon their hold when it comes to Israel’s election!!
You say, ‘Virl, do they really teach that?’ Well, whether they realize or not, they 
are at the very least inconsistent. Many may fall into the thoughtless category 
if you like, meaning they have never seriously considered the implications of 
their lack of consistency in this regard!!
But some evidently have thought about it, and they have written about it, and 
they are convinced of it!!
Hear author George L. Murray in his work Millennial Studies: A Search for 
Truth, "To be sure the nation was sovereignly chosen by God, but God no 
longer deals with them as a chosen nation” (emphasis added)!!
What is the clear implication of that statement? God’s sovereign choice 
cannot be counted upon!!
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Apply that to your personal election: ‘to be sure, Virl was sovereignly chosen 
by God, but God no longer deals with him as a chosen one’!!
You can loose your salvation. God's election of you is not sure.!!
There are three elect entities in the Bible, elect unto salvation: Angels, Israel 
and the Church!!
To therefore say that God is finished with Israel because of her disobedience, 
to say that the Church has replaced Israel because of Israel's disobedience, is 
to nullify God’s sovereign election; It reduces His election to the earthly and 
the temporal!!
To build upon this further, the third reason there remains a distinction 
between Israel and the Church is God’s eternal covenant with Israel !
4 Biblical Reasons why the Church has not Replaced Israel !
1) God is ‘the God of Israel' 
2) God has sovereignly elected Israel 
3) God has made an everlasting covenant with Israel!!
Bear in mind, a promise is a declaration of intention to do something for 
another !
A covenant is a binding obligation confirmed by an oath to do something for 
another !
What did God say to Abraham? Genesis 17:7, '“I will establish My covenant 
between Me and you and your descendants after you throughout their 
generations for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your 
descendants after you”' (emphasis added) !
How can God be finished with Israel if He made an ‘everlasting' covenant with 
them, if He has bound Himself by oath to be their God?  !
And hear this: That everlasting covenant is unconditional and unilateral and 
irrevocable  !
Why? Because God made the covenant with Himself - He swore by Himself. 
In other words, it was not conditional upon Abraham’s or Israel’s obedience !
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How do you know that? Turn to Genesis chapter 15. The covenant God made 
with Abraham in Genesis 12 is repeated in Genesis 15 (and later in Genesis) !
Abraham asks God about the promises of the covenant in Genesis 15:8, 'He 
[Abram] said, “O Lord God, how may I know that I will possess it?”' !
Hear God’s response in Genesis 15:9, So He [God] said to him [Abram], 
“Bring Me a three year old heifer, and a three year old female goat, and a 
three year old ram, and a turtledove, and a young pigeon.”  
10Then he brought all these to Him and cut them in two, and laid each half 
opposite the other; but he did not cut the birds. !
11The birds of prey came down upon the carcasses, and Abram drove them 
away.'!!
This is how they made a covenant in those days. The covenant was ratified or 
sealed in blood. The picture of cutting the animals in two and placing the two 
halves opposite each other communicated this: 'May I end up [dead] like 
these animals if I do not keep my end of the deal’!!
The two parties would both walk through the opposite halves of the animals 
as they would 'cut' the covenant - both parties would walk through!!
Ah, but read Genesis 15:12, 'Now when the sun was going down, a deep 
sleep fell upon Abram; and behold, terror and great darkness fell upon him.’!!
What’s this? This is divine anaesthesia. God placed Abram in a deep sleep. 
Point? Abram did not walk between the pieces. God made the covenant with 
Himself. !!
How can you be so sure? Read on: it is when Abraham is in this deep sleep, 
you read in Genesis 15:13, 'God said to Abram [anaesthetised, sleeping 
Abram, remember!], “Know for certain that your descendants will be strangers 
in a land that is not theirs, where they will be enslaved and oppressed four 
hundred years…18On that day the Lord made a covenant with Abram, saying, 
“To your descendants I have given this land, from the river of Egypt as far as 
the great river, the river Euphrates'!!
Abraham was asleep! He did not walk through the pieces. The covenant was 
therefore unconditional, that is to say, not based upon Abraham’s or his 
descendants’ obedience!!
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Are you not glad that God’s choice of you is not based upon your obedience?!!
The covenant was unconditional. The covenant also was unilateral, meaning 
that God made it with Himself. He swore by Himself when Abram was in a 
deep sleep. And therefore it is irrevocable!!
There is a great illustration of this point that God’s covenant with Israel is not 
based upon her obedience!!
Turn to Ezekiel chapter 16. I will read some verses and briefly explain…!!
We like the ‘but God’ in Ephesians 2. We should also like the ‘nevertheless' of 
Ezekiel 16:60-63!!
You say, ‘Virl, the Abrahamic covenant has physical promises such as a land 
and a nation, and the Davidic covenant has physical promises such as peace 
and a kingdom? What about a covenant with Israel of everlasting, spiritual 
salvation?!!
Glad you asked. Ezekiel 36:22, '“Therefore say to the house of Israel, ‘Thus 
says the Lord God, “It is not for your sake, O house of Israel, that I am about 
to act, but for My holy name, which you have profaned among the nations 
where you went [not based upon their obedience]. !
23“I will vindicate the holiness of My great name which has been profaned 
among the nations, which you have profaned in their midst. Then the nations 
will know that I am the Lord,” declares the Lord God, “when I prove Myself 
holy among you in their sight. !
24“For I will take you from the nations, gather you from all the lands and bring 
you into your own land. !
25“Then I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean; I will cleanse 
you from all your filthiness and from all your idols. !
26“Moreover, I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; and I 
will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. !
27“I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you 
will be careful to observe My ordinances. !
28“You will live in the land that I gave to your forefathers; so you will be My 
people, and I will be your God’ [‘I will’ used 8X. It is the language of divine, 
sovereign election. The language of ‘covenant' is used in this regard in Jer. 
31:31-33]!!
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One more for this morning, a fourth reason why there remains a distinction 
between Israel and the Church: Nowhere does the NT teach that the Church 
has replaced Israel!!
4 Biblical Reasons why the Church has not Replaced Israel !
1) God is ‘the God of Israel' 
2) God has sovereignly elected Israel 
3) God has made an everlasting covenant with Israel!
4) God has nowhere Revealed that the Church has Replaced Israel!!
I mentioned in the beginning that there are over 2000 references to Israel in 
the Bible. 73 of these occur in the NT!!
Of these 73, there really is only one verse (1 out of over 2000) that those who 
take a different view than we do can argue from!!
But as I will show you, even this one verse can be explained !
The verse is Galatians 6:16, 'And those who will walk by this rule [genuine 
salvation through the cross of Christ, walk by grace and not law in the 
context], peace and mercy be upon them, and upon the Israel of 
God’ (emphasis added) !
What those who teach that the Church has replaced Israel insist upon is that 
the word ‘and' there must be translated as ‘even,’ so that the last phrase 
reads, ‘upon them, even upon the Israel of God’ (emphasis added) !
With that translation they then claim that 'the Israel of God’ is another name 
for the Church !
Well, the Greek word there is kai, and it must be said that kai can be 
translated as ‘even,’ but it does not have to be; ‘And’ is a very legitimate 
translation of kai. In fact, kai is a conjunction that can also mean ‘also,’ ‘yet,’ 
‘then,’ ‘and then,' !
What determines the choice of translation here and the interpretation, as 
always, is the context !
What is the broader context of the book of Galatians? Salvation by grace 
alone, through faith alone, in Christ alone. In other words, the teaching that 
salvation does not come through works of the law 
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Paul in this letter is warning believers against Judaizers in the near context. 
Judaizers were people who taught that circumcision, for example, was 
necessary for salvation !
In fact, verse 16 is a direct word to Gentile believers (*see verse 12). Listen to 
Galatians 6:12, 'Those who desire to make a good showing in the flesh try to 
compel you to be circumcised [‘you' must be Gentile believers since Jewish 
believers who came to faith in Christ would have been circumcised from 
childhood] , simply so that they will not be persecuted for the cross of Christ.' !
So, 'them' in Galatians 6:16 is a reference to Gentile Christians. And Paul then 
writes, ‘peace and mercy upon them, and the Israel of God’ !
What is he saying? He is saying even the believing Jews in the Galatian 
Churches rejected the Judaizers. He calls the believing Jews in the Galatian 
Churches the ‘Israel of God’ !
Paul is simply acknowledging the believing Jews in Galatia who had not 
followed the Judaizers in their error. The ‘Israel of God’ there are Christian 
Jews in those Churches !
One verse out of 73 verses, and even then it can be explained. Nowhere in 
the NT is there any teaching that the Church has replaced Israel!!
So what does that mean for us at GCC? We believe there remains a 
distinction between Israel and the Church


